Strategic Advocacy Committee Update – September 2025
Dear Members,
We are pleased to share key highlights and strategic directions from the recent ClubsNSW Strategic Advocacy Committee meeting held on 2 September 2025. This forum marks a revitalised approach to member engagement, policy development, and industry advocacy.
Strategic Focus Areas
· Proactive Advocacy & Member Engagement: ClubsNSW is shifting from reactive responses to proactive policy development. Member input is vital, and we are enhancing two-way communication through direct outreach and forums. A working group has been formed to draft a new advocacy strategy, with contributions from S Bennetts (Revesby Workers), J Rafferty (C.EX), and N Titmuss (Dooleys).
· Political & Grassroots Engagement: Building strong relationships with MPs is essential. ClubsNSW has met with 106 of 135 NSW MPs, demonstrating our reach and responsiveness. We aim to support clubs with templates, talking points, and mentoring to strengthen local advocacy. A grassroots model is in development to aid community support, including club members and grant recipients.
Industry Challenges & Opportunities
· Trading Hours/Gaming Shutdown Hours: Discussions highlighted the need for flexible, evidence-based policies tailored to community needs. ClubsNSW will draft a position paper reflecting member views and data to support advocacy efforts.
· Outdoor Gaming & Smoking: SafeWork NSW enforcement is now issuing Section 155 notices (information requests) rather than “improvement notices”. ClubsNSW urges clubs to report notices promptly for support. We continue to advocate for practical regulation and transition support in collaboration with AHA.
· AML/CTF Compliance: ClubsNSW is engaging with AUSTRAC to seek clearer guidance and practical compliance frameworks. Concerns around cost, timelines, and regulatory burden, especially for smaller clubs, were discussed. Core guidance on reforms is due in October, and sector-specific guidance is expected in December.
What’s Next
· Drafts of the advocacy strategy and trading hours position paper. 
· Continued development of grassroots and MP engagement resources.
· Ongoing regulatory monitoring and member support.
The next Strategic Advocacy Committee meeting will be held at 10:00 AM on 18 November 2025.
We thank all members for their continued engagement and encourage feedback to strengthen our collective voice.

